Induction of IgA-specific suppressor activity in human T-lymphocyte cultures.
Cell-free supernatants of human circulating T-lymphocyte cultures incubated with secretory IgA (S-IgA) specifically suppressed both spontaneous IgA synthesis by B lymphocytes isolated from allergic individuals and pokeweek mitogen-induced IgA secretion by peripheral blood mononuclear cells. Cell-free supernatants of T-cell cultures incubated with IgE had no effect on IgA, IgG, or IgM synthesis. Hence, it is concluded that upon incubation with S-IgA, but not with another Ig class, T lymphocytes release IgA-specific suppressor factors.